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Saskatchewan Waste Reduction Council

• 25 years old!
• Multi-stakeholder

• Municipal/government
• Business/industry
• Citizens



SWRC – Recycling Database – swrc.ca



Recycling 
Database--
Sample 
Result

4500+ listings, 
province-wide



Database feedback – database@swrc.ca

• New programs
• Errors, clarifications
• Feedback on use -- how 

well did it work?

Image courtesy of imagerymajestic at FreeDigitalPhotos.net



swrc.ca 



swrc.ca



SWRC – Conferences & Workshops



SWRC – Waste Reduction Week in Canada

• Focal point for waste reduction education and activities
• Proclaim it in your community
• Schedule events 
• Highlight waste reduction messages
• Partner with schools
• wrwcanada.com

October 17-23, 2016
(Happy Waste Reduction Week!)



SWRC – Sask. Waste Minimization Awards
• Recognize excellence in waste reduction in Saskatchewan
• Nominations due February 17, 2017

• Lifetime achievement
• Individual
• Youth/School/Youth Service Organization
• Corporation
• Small Business
• Municipality
• Partnerships
• Festivals or Events

• Sponsored by SaskTel
• swrc.ca/events



SWRC -- Composting

• Promote home composting
• Training Compost Coaches
• Home composting research
• City of Saskatoon coordination

• Compost Field Days
• Onsite composting research



swrc.ca/compost

➨



swrc.ca/compost

➨



Back yard 
compost research 
project



swrc.ca/compost
➨



swrc.ca/quiz



SWRC – Current Issues

• Household hazardous waste



SWRC – Current Issues

• Food waste reduction



SWRC – Current Issues

• Expanding the electronics recycling program



SWRC – Current Issues

• Non-residential recycling – 2/3 of waste in landfills
• Landfill bans?
• Mandatory recycling for ICI?

Paper/OCC 47%

Food 14%

Metals 10%

Plastics 10%

Glass 10%

ICI Waste Composition



What’s in the waste stream?
• Yard waste: grass, garden waste, leaves, 

trees/branches
• Depends on:

• Yards vs apartments
• Age of neighbourhoods (trees)

• A summer thing

Yard Waste – Winter – 1%

Yard Waste - Summer - 42%



Yard Waste – Keeping it out

• Grasscycling (first R – Reduction)
• Use leaves for mulch
• Back yard composting
• Community scale composting
• Trees (non-elm) & Branches 

• grind – use for mulch +/or compost
• Firewood



• Food Waste: leftovers, spoiled food, food 
preparation scraps

• ~20 percent
• Trend: lots of attention – maybe reducing?

What’s in the waste stream?



Food Waste – Keeping it out

• Food Waste prevention (education)
• Backyard composting
• Community scale composting (but trickier)
• Commercial food waste – 3Rs apply here too



• Paper/Cardboard: newspaper, phone books, 
shredded paper, cardboard, boxboard, milk 
cartons

• ~15-20% of waste stream
• Decreasing: 

• Newspapers
• Phone books
• Lightweighting

• Cardboard? Internet sales

What’s in the waste stream?



Paper & Cardboard – Keeping it out

• Reduction – internet
• Recycling – made into new paper and new boxes

• Established markets (but prices are low)
• MMRP to help with residential costs

• Landfill bans?



• Plastics: #1-7, containers, tubs, Styrofoam, 
plastic bags, other film, plastic products

• Trend – increasing, especially by volume

What’s in the waste stream?
Plastics ~ 10 %



Plastics – Keeping it out

• Reduction – education
• Recycling 

• Difficult because so many types and often hard to separate
• Products made depend on type

• New containers
• Car parts
• Carpet



• Metals 5%
• Trend: flat

What’s in the waste stream?



Metals -- Keeping it out

• Recycling – oldest recycled material – scrap metal dealers
• Made into new metal (Evraz)



• Glass 2%
• Trend: declining – replaced by plastic

What’s in the waste stream?



Glass – Keeping it out

• Reuse
• Recycling – difficult in single stream systems
• Markets: 

• Local – glass beads 
• Insulation
• Sandblasting
• Aggregate
• New bottles – few facilities



What’s in the waste stream?
• Textiles: clothing, shoes, towels, sheets, blankets
• Commercial textiles also: uniforms, institutional linens …
• 10% (Nova Scotia)
• Trend: increasing

• Cheaper clothing (quality & price)
• 85% of clothing goes to landfill



Textiles – Keeping it out

• Reduce, reduce, reduce
• Reuse – donate
• Recycle

• Exported for reuse (Canada 7th largest exporter)
• Cleaning rags
• Car parts (again)
• Some reprocessing into new fabrics



What’s in the waste stream?

• Construction / Demolition –
wood, shingles, asphalt, 
concrete, drywall

• 7% of residential waste; 25% 
of whole waste stream

• Trend: linked to economy



Construction/Demolition – Keeping it out

• Separate 
• “sort it, stack it and they will steal it”
• Designated area at landfill/ transfer station

• Clean wood – ground for mulch (or given away)
• Concrete – crushed for aggregate 
• Shingles – ground and fed into asphalt
• Drywall – gypsum for agriculture; paper composted



What’s left?

• Diapers
• Furniture, mattresses
• Multi-laminated packaging
• Styrofoam
• ???



Thank you!

Joanne Fedyk
joanne@swrc.ca

306-931-3242

mailto:joanne@swrc.ca
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